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| John writes:  St. Matthew’s Action Plan 2010 (“MAP”)

Did you know that we have a Mission Action Plan? In actual fact we have had one since the
autumn of 2008 when it was put together for the diocesan-wide event “Caritas”. The idea of a
MAP has gathered pace and is asked of all parishes, not least our own. In fact we have been

- instructed to give it to our Rural Dean and then publish it in our annual report for the accounts!
However, as you can see below, it is something we welcome and relish. The idea of a MAP is to help us to
focus on how we reach out to those outside the church, both near and far. When | first came to the parish the
first thing we did with the Church Council was to look at how we could become a missionary church: that is to
say, a church which focuses on looking beyond ourselves. To some extent we have succeeded, although there
is no doubt that any good missionary church must have its roots firmly fixed in God and in fellowship with one
another. Without this it is impossible to look outwards.

Following this we devised our mission statement in the form of the green logo below. This has formed the
cover of our annual booklet for many years now. Mission means many things. It includes our support of mission
overseas, in the form of AWM and MAM. However it cannot stop there. It also includes outreach locally in the
form of care and provision. Our focus has been especially on youth and families: the youth work, Smalls, the
Preschool and Heene School. However there must always be a place for direct evangelism so that people can
be introduced to the love of Christ directly. This is why we are distributing gospels and hope to have another
evangelistic course soon.

The whole of the MAP for this year is below. It has been debated and passed by the PCC. Do read it and see
what you think, and ask any of the staff or PCC about it. It is also something that could be debated at the
APCM after Easter.

The 2010 Mission Action Plan

Preamble: For more than ten years St. Matthew’s has engaged as a missionary church, following the study of
“Mission-shaped church”. One aim is to have mission as a Christian priority for every member of the church.
Every policy and imitative is assessed in the light of the gospel imperative towards mission. The following
mission statement, GROW, has been adopted since at least 2003:
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There have been successive mission plans based on this mission statement, elements of which have included
evangelistic initiatives, re-ordering and the Smalls project and in 2008 following the establishment of the new
parish. Our updated mission plan is a development from the 2008 plan as some objectives have been completed,
some are ongoing and some have not come to fruition. In addition there are some key new initiatives. There was
a report on this dated 18/10/2009.

1. God at the centre: all policies are considered in the light of God-centredness. Revision and change occur when
we are found to be failing in this.

2. Relationships with each other: For mission to flourish there must be a godly functioning of relationships in the
body of Christ. Our present mission objectives are

a] to build up the house groups, increase their profile and provide more training for leadership. (action: John/Mary)
b] to build up the men’s group, including breakfasts and regular meetings (action: Ravi/lan Prior)

c] to continue to use the evening courses as a vehicle for fellowship as well as teaching (action: John/Mary)

d] development of the MU parenting course to a house group (and later as outreach) (action Sarah Sangra/ Laure
Jackson)

3. Outreach to our neighbours
a] distribution of some 700 gospels around St. Matthew’s before Easter, using door-knocking rather than just
posting (action: John leading)
b] a new evangelistic course after Easter following the gospel distribution (action: John/ Mary/ whole body)
c] further development of children’s work, particularly
i. youth, including the youth band and outreach to | 1-14 y.o.s (action: Emily Armstrong, Ravi and team)
ii. a new children’s choir (action: Peter Walker)
iii. Smalls, including especially outreach by Little Fish (action: Mary, Smalls teams for TOTs, SNAPs and Little Fish)
iv. Preschool (action: Liz and building subcommittee for the Hall)
v. Heene School links (action: Anne, John, Ravi)
d] encouragement of friendship evangelism and follow-up of newcomers to church (staff, house group leaders)
e] development of our mission concern with MAM, AWM and WCHP (action: mission committee)
(note change in the mission statement logo to neighbours “near and far”)

4. Worship of our Creator, Saviour and Helper

a] Developing new leaders and music for the new 8.45 service (action: John, Mary, new preachers)

b] Development of new courses for 5.00 slot (action: John)

c] Introduction of a new children’s service and separate informal service (from the old family service) (action John
and Ravi)

5. Possible major future developments in process:

a] extending the hall to include an after-schools project and better administration (cost c. £300K) (action: building
committee)

b] further development of Matts Comedy Club (action: Russ Bravo)

c] encouragement of environmental concern (action: Duncan Kay, Al Pitcher)

d] re-formation of a drama group (action: Clive Purser)

o Don't rush off to lunch at home, stay at church and enjoy the company and the
,ﬁ delicious food on offer after the service. Pay on the day. "
Helpers needed on the day, please!



UNCOVERING LENT

By Chris Spanton.

The word ‘Lent’ comes out of the Anglo-Saxon ‘Lententid’ meaning: ‘Springtide’. It moved on to
the shortened form ‘Lenten’, meaning ‘Spring’, and also was used as ‘March’. Eventually
colloquially it was just called ‘Lent’.

W88 Spring is the growing season, and like things in nature we are meant to grow, and even when we
stop growing physically, our spirit should always be growing. Spiritual growth is only within God’s gift, however.
Good growth requires room. When we make room for good plants in our gardens, we clear weeds away. Lent
identifies ‘weeds’ interfering with spiritual growth, such as too much TV or surfing the internet. The Apostle Paul
reminds us that: ‘All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God’ (Romans 3:23).

Lent is a good time for us to reflect on our sins and deal with them in the name of Jesus Christ.

When our gardens get too much for us, we might call in an expert to assist us. Just as our soil is fed by fertiliser,
so we have the spiritual fertiliser of prayer, and the assistance of our ‘gardener’ Jesus Christ. During Lent one
might visit Church if one hasn’t been for some time; or, if a Sunday regular, attend another service, where God
may ‘plant’ someone who can help you out personally.

When Jesus was advising His disciples about planting the best possible spiritual seed in their hearts, He told them
that the best growth always comes if ‘the seed is the word of God’ (Luke 8:11). A good idea in the weeks of Lent
then, is to select verses from scripture and memorise them. For example: Luke 4:1-15 to see how Jesus dealt with
temptation; Luke 4:16-30, Jesus as saviour whom we must accept; Luke 5:1-26, where Jesus calls His disciples, and
so we should examine what we are called to do for Him; Luke | 1:1-13, the enabling of those called by the
teaching of prayer, and the promise of help by the gift of the Holy Spirit; Luke 15:11-32, the ‘Prodigal Son’ story,
from which we learn that it is never to late to turn to God; and finally Luke 23 and 24, where Jesus died for us
and is then resurrected, finally to ascend to Heaven where He is available to us now, night and day.

This programme enables us to enjoy a good Lent, during which wisdom is gifted and we see the vision presaged in
Holy Week.

Chris has recently joined St. Matthew’s and usually attends the 8.45am service.

Lent Cou F'S@: followed by Lenten Supper

February 21st - March 28th

Life in the presence of God.

John will lead us in studies in Exodus 30 and 31 and how they work out
in the New Testament.There will be teaching and time for questions.

Please sign the sheet at the back if you hope to come.
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Newswatch from the Fulcrum website.

It is almost impossible to find and keep up to date with the different news stories that might interest
Christians. The good news is that Fulcrum, an Anglican Evangelical organisation, has done it for us!
Here are some of the stories over the last week. Obviously we do not necessarily endorse all the
views made, but they all should inform and make us think. To get the full stories just click on this link
or paste directly into your browser: http://www.fulcrum-anglican.org.uk/newswatch.cfm

05 March 2010 - web link

Iranian Pastor Has Visible Marks of Torture, Says Wife

An Iranian evangelical pastor who was suddenly arrested and then imprisoned has visible marks of torture, his
wife said after she visited him. Ethan Cole. Christian Post 4 February 2010
http://www.christianpost.com/article/20100304/iranian-pastor-has-visible-marks-of-torture-says-wife/index.htmi

05 March 2010 - web link

Christians terrorised in Iraq and Eqypt
CHURCH leaders world wide have expressed concern for Christians in Irag and Egypt during the lead-up to parlia-
mentary elections in both countries later this year. Gerald Butt. Church Times 5 February 2010.

http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/content.asp?id=90657

05 March 2010 - web link

Chilean situation is 'critical’, Bishop warns after quake

ANGLICAN parish communities in Chile, hit by a serious earthquake the fifth-largest on record that devastated the
city of Concepcion last Saturday, are sheltering together in tents for safety and to share food and water, says their
Bishop, the Rt Revd H ctor Zavala. Bill Bowder Church Times 5 February 2010.

http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/content.asp?id=90657

04 March 2010 - web link

Archbishop defends unigueness of Christ

The Archbishop of Canterbury has urged Christians to approach inter-faith dialogue with confidence in their own
beliefs about the uniqueness of Christ whilst retaining a desire to learn from others. Archbishop defends unigue-
ness of Christ. By Staff Writers. Christian Today, 4 March 2010
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/content.asp?id=90657

04 March 2010 - web link

Clergy could be sued if they refuse to carry out [ /|gay marriages| |, traditionalists fear

Clergy could be sued if they refuse to carry out [lgay marriages(] in church, leading figures have warned. By Mar-
tin Beckford and Heidi Blake, Telegraph, 4 March 2010
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/religion/7361378/Clergy-could-be-sued-if-they-refuse-to-carry-out-
gay-marriages-traditionalists-fear.html

03 March 2010 - web link

Adverts for commercial abortion clinics to be banned

New rules from TV watchdog are expected to ban adverts on commercial abortion clinics and abolish the 9pm wa-
tershed for condom adverts. Ruth Gledhill. Times 2 March 2010
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/faith/article7046415.ece

02 March 2010 - web link

Critics of faith schools won't acknowledge why they succeed

An accumulated wisdom lies at the heart of many faith schools. Dominic Lawson Independent 2 March 2010
http://www.independent.co.uk/opinion/commentators/dominic-lawson/dominic-lawson-critics-of-faith-schools-wont-
acknowledge-why-they-succeed-1914315.html




for our church
for the new funding for the hall to come through
for our house groups and the youth cell group

for the planning and growth of the new 3rd Sunday
children’s services in the hall and informal services

for our prayer life and personal study of the
scriptures

for Rhiannon’s training at Ridley Hall
for the nations of the world

for the people of Haiti
for the people of Gaza, still under siege
for the leaders in Afghanistan and Pakistan
for those seeking peace among the nations

for our families, friends and neighbours
for those recently bereaved, especially for Chris
Stafford and Mary Parish, both grieving the loss of
their mothers
for those with sick older relatives, especially Colin,
Andrew, Angela, Phil, Jackie and Steve
for Peter’s brother Chris with cancer
For June’s step-brother, Paul, in St. Barnabas’ hospice
for Liz’s niece Jess
for Josie’s daughter, having a very difficult pregnancy

for those in the workplace
for those in St. Matthew’s who work in education,
including teachers, lecturers and support staff.
for our church schools and Preschool.
for our school governors

for the bringing of the good news
Pray for those who have agreed to distribute the
gospels in the next few weeks
Pray for the people they will meet
Pray for fruit from the distribution, and a possible
evangelistic course after Easter
for MAM, especially for Ward Prayers each morning &
evening in Kisiizi hospital in Uganda, led by pairs of
nurses. This is a wonderful way of preaching the
Gospel. People enjoy listening, joining in hymns & even
take part in praying & giving a testimony of how God
has helped them.
for the ongoing packing of the next consignment of
banana boxes.

for the sick
for Pat Clarke, generally poorly at present
for Chris Stafford, recovering at home from a knee
operation in hospital
for many with ongoing ailments: Sarah Lawson, Ginny,
Lucy, Lynette, Shirley, Brenda, June, Erika and Sheila
and for the pregnant
for Alison Young (due March), Emily Armstrong (due
2nd May) and Katie Watts (due August).
Give thanks for the safe delivery of Anna Grace to
Helen and Rich Leney.

LET US|PRAY...

St. Matthew's Prayer Page
5th March 2010

for members of our congregation

Friday 5th *Guides and Rainbows

lan & Penny Cartwright, Ben, Seb & Emily
Steve & Tracey Casebow, Anna, Megan & Joe
Colin & Josie Campbell & family

Amanda & John Cherry, Isla & Zalia

Saturday 6th *Residential Homes
John & Basma Chitham & Jack
Sandy & Sue Clark & Fiona

Pat Clarke (Parkside)

Jackie Coutts

Pat Dale

Sunday 7th *Screen and sound operators

Shelagh Denholm

Theresa Dennis, Georgina & Christopher

Charlie & Sandra Dick & Aileen

lan & Alexis Dowglass, Theodora, Phoebe & Lydia
Karen Fisher & Jacob

Monday 8th *Church cleaners

Julie Fell & Abby

Richard & Naomi Finlay, Rachel, Emma & Rebecca
Sally Fraser & Stuart & Amy

Colin & Julia Flynn, Peter & Elissa

Philip Gill

Tuesday 9th *St. Matthew’s Preschool
Liz & Alan Greene, Sam & Natalie
David & Bianca Groves & Astrid
Margaret Hayden

Jean Hanson

Joy Hammond

Wednesday 10th *Homegroups

Liz & Nicola Harnes & family

Joyce Holcombe

Tim & Sophie Hughes, William, Rebecca & Jamie
Hugh Hulbert (Ramsey Hall)

June Hunt

John & Una Hutchings

Thursday 11th *Clifton Comm. Churches
Peggy Ireland

Laure & Paul Jackson, Lily & Zoé

Lyuda Janova

Linda Jerram

People who worship regularly at St Matthew’s and are part of our

community may like to ask to be included on the monthly prayer rota.

Please email Maggie st_matthews@Jbtconnect.com
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CALLING ALL MEN!

A Date For Your Diary -
Men’s Breakfast - Saturday March 6th

9-10.30am at St. Matthew’s with speaker
Rev. Peter Markby -

"How to reach men using food and fellowship?"
It will be in the Hall - Ravi is cooking!
Please sign up at the back of church.

Suggestion donation £3 (£1.50 concessions)
lan Prior

Missing—Please Help!

Have you borrowed a book from St
Matthew’s lending library and
forgotten to bring it back? If you are
no longer reading the book, please
bring it back as soon as possible...
some books have been out a LONG
time!

Thank you.

Stewardship Sunday and
Gift Day

Thank you all for your generosity!
£1,670 (including Gift Aid) was given.
This is splendid. Anne will tell you as

soon as she knows how much the

monthly giving has increased both

from new donors and those who
have increased their present
envelopes or standing orders.

Anne, lan and Rosemary

CPCRPORPOPORPORPORPCROPOD

[ﬁ Snippets

Distribution of Gospels: We are part of the plan
for all the churches in central Worthing to
distribute 10,000 gospels to the Town centre
area. If you would like to help in the distribution
(which will include knocking on doors) please
sign the sheet at the back of church. John

Bible Exhibition: St. Paul’s Centre, 18-20 March
Unique exhibition featuring full colour displays of
each book of the Bible and old copies of Family
Bibles dating back to 1690 and over 25 different
English translations plus many other fascinating
items. Entrance is free. Help is needed to set up
on Thursday 18th March from 8am-2pm or to
steward for an hour or two over the weekend.
Please contact Gerald Thompson on 230772 if you
can help.

Electoral Roll Revision: Application forms for the
Electoral Roll are on the table at the back of
church or are available from Josie Campbell.
These must be returned to Josie by Sunday |4th
March. Remember, if your name isn’t on the
Electoral Roll you will not be able to vote at the
APCM in April.

Worthing Churches Homeless Project are in
need of sugar; coffee; cooking oil; cleaning
products; tinned meals; washing powder and
washing up liquid this month. There is a box at
the back of church for donations.

The Traidcraft Stall will next be open on 7th
March. Janet Ashton

Women’s World Day of Prayer: Friday March 5th
at 2.30pm in the Salvation Army Citadel,
Crescent Road, Worthing. All welcome.

Challenge Newspaper: The March Challenge is
now available at the back of the Church. Read
about:" Late night safety with Street Pastors", as
this has just begun in Worthing. Pat Moss

Banana Boxes: We've begun packing again to send
items to Kisiizi Hospital in Uganda. Please give
goods to Christine Burley or Pat Moss. Please ask
Pat for a list of needs or for knitting patterns
and/or wool.

Our Daily Bread: The new quarter begins
tomorrow so please take a spare one from the
back of the Church & tell Pat Moss if you would
like it regularly (it is FREE!!).

Are you selling a car? A couple with AWM are
looking to purchase a reliable, second-hand,
family car. If you are thinking of selling one,
please contact Charles Montagu (245592) who will
pass on your details.

To place a notice in Snippets, contact Kathryn
on kathrynmusic@gmail.com or
®533220 by Wednesday morning




matthew's
ﬁ CONTACT DETAILS

Vicar:
Rev. John Chitham
& 218026

Associate Vicar and Smalls Leader:
Rev. Mary Parish
@ 236909
Youth Missioner:
Ravi Sangra
@ 204317 or 07958 783 684

Office:

Mrs Maggie Waters,
St Matthew’s Church
103 Tarring Road, Worthing BN I | 4HB
@ 207024
e-mail: st_matthews@btconnect.com
Mon - Fri 8.30am - 1.30pm.

Open:

SERVICE TIMES FOR FEBRUARY/MARCH
Sunday 7th March 2010

8:45am

10:30am

Overcoming evil: Global warning

Early Service

Psalm 95; Romans 8: 12-17
Leader: Mary Preacher: Mary
Holy Communion

Isaiah 65: 17-25, Luke 13: 18-30
Leader: John Preacher: John

Sunday 14th March 2010

8:45am

10:30am

Mothering Sunday

Schools Service

Psalm 25; | Corinthians 12: 27-31
Leader: John Preacher: John
Holy Communion

Exodus 2: 1-10, John 19: 25-27
Leader: Mary Preacher: lan Prior

Sunday 21st March 2010

8:45am

10:30am

Passion Sunday

Early Service

Psalm 1 11; Romans 7:21-8:4
Leader: Mary Preacher: Mary
Informal Service

Isaiah 35, Romans 7:21-8:4
Leader: John Preacher: John

A/jj

St Matthew's Youth Choir
ARE YOU

The vocal leader
will be

A .
S in school years Peter Walker
J 3 through to 77 who has been a
v youth voice trainer
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More info from Ravi




